Session Descriptio Protocol (SDP)

v0.1

Session Description Protocol (SDP)

SDP is intended for describing multimedia sessions for the purpose of session announcement, session invitation etc. 

The purpose of SDP is to convey information about media streams in multimedia sessions to allow the recipients of a session description to participate in the session. 

Many of the SDP messages are sent by periodically multicasting an announcement packet to a well-known multicast address and port using SAP (session announcement protocol). These messages are UDP packets with a SAP header and a text payload. The text payload is the SDP session description. Messages can also be sent using email or the WWW (World Wide Web).

SDP messages are text messages using the ISO 10646 character set in UTF-8 encoding. SDP includes the following information:

· Session name and purpose

· Address and port number

· Start and stop times

· Information to receive those media

· Information about the bandwidth to be used by the conference

· Contact information for the person responsible for the session

The above information is conveyed in a simple textual format. When a call is set up using SIP, the INVITE message contains an SDP body describing the session parameters acceptable to the calling party. The response from the callee includes a SDP body describing the capabilities of the callee. 
In general, SDP must convey enough information to be able to join a session and to announce the resources to be used to non-participants that may need to know. The media information that SDP sends are: type of media (audio or video), transport protocol (RTP, UDP etc) and media format
http://www.cse.ohio-state.edu/~jain/cis788-99/ftp/voip_protocols.pdf
Conclusion:
On the Internet, a session directory tool is used to advertise multimedia conferences and communicate the conference addresses and conference tool-specific information necessary for participation. The SDP does this. It communicates the existence of a session and conveys sufficient information to enable participation in the session. 

Session directories assist the advertisement of conference sessions and communicate the relevant conference setup information to prospective participants. SDP is designed to convey such information to recipients. SDP is purely a format for session description - it does not incorporate a transport protocol, and is intended to use different transport protocols as appropriate.
http://www.javvin.com/protocolSDP.html
Name: Qiao Ma
- 1 -
Last Updated: 25/04/2005

