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Real Time Streaming Protocol (RTSP)

RTSP, the Real Time Streaming Protocol, is a client-server protocol that provides control over the delivery of real-time media streams. 

It provides "VCR-style" remote control functionality for audio and video streams, like pause, fast forward, reverse, and absolute positioning. 
It deliveries mechanisms based upon RTP. RTSP establishes and controls streams of continuous audio and video media between the media servers and the clients. 
· A media server provides playback or recording services for the media streams. 
· A client requests continuous media data from the media server. 
RTSP acts as the "network remote control" between the server and the client. 

Operations of RTSP
It supports the following operations:
· Retrieval of media from media server: The client can request a presentation description, and ask the server to setup a session to send the requested data. The server can either multicast the presentation or send it to the client using unicast.

· Invitation of a media server to a conference: The media server can be invited to the conference to play back media or to record a presentation.

· Addition of media to an existing presentation: The server or the client can notify each other about any additional media that has become available.

Features of PTSP 

Features of RTSP include:

· RTSP is an application level protocol with syntax and operations similar to HTTP, but works for audio and video. It uses URLs like those in HTTP.

· An RTSP server needs to maintain states, using SETUP, TEARDOWN and other methods.

· Unlike HTTP, in RTSP both servers and clients can issue requests. 

· RTSP is implemented on multiple operating system platforms and it allows interoperability between clients and servers from different manufacturers.
http://www.cse.ohio-state.edu/~jain/cis788-99/ftp/voip_protocols.pdf
Conclusion
The Real Time Streaming Protocol, or RTSP, is an application-level protocol for control over the delivery of data with real-time properties. RTSP provides an extensible framework to enable controlled, on-demand delivery of real-time data, such as audio and video RTP.

http://www.vovida.org/protocols/downloads/rtsp/
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