BTech 450 Project 2003

Week 9


BTech Project Report

Computers NZ Ltd.

Week 20/21: 6th September – 19th September 2003

Objectives:
Industry/Technology Sector

Continue to research the topic of ‘Implementing and supporting a small business with a Red Hat Server and 10 Red Hat Desktops, for file sharing, e-mail, Internet access, accounting system and general office productivity, in terms of software & skills required.

· Hardware Compatibility of kernel 2.2, 2.4 and 2.5/2.6. Update current report.

· Research the criteria for Windows accounting software that can be successfully run on Linux using an emulation tool, WINE. Revise current report to v0.2.

· Identify the minimum IT or Linux skills for acting as a Network Administrator for installing and maintaining the Linux network.

Knowledge Base

· Aim to complete the construction phase of the KB, so that it can be used to archive our KB articles. Work on assigned project area and report back to Edmond as completed.

Results:

I spent a lot of time researching the hardware changes for each of the Linux kernel versions. Again with this topic I found that there was so much information that it was hard to distinguish what was relevant. A lot of the material I found in the kernel documentation pages was too indepth for my purposes, as I was only looking at changes that affected the hardware compatibility. I found some new information on WINE and added to the report accordingly.

KB Update:

I spent another 12 hours on the knowledge base over the last 2 week period. Most of this was checking the code I had already written. I think the project section of the knowledge base is almost completed, however I will need to fix up a few minor parts.

Conclusions:

This last period has been spent evenly on research and programming. I feel I have gained a lot from these last few weeks, particularly the programming. It has been good to be able to apply skills learnt at university into a real world project.
Anisha Ramji
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