BTech 450 Project 2003
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BTech Project Report

Computers NZ Ltd.

Week 16/17: 10th August – 23rd August 2003

Objectives:
Industry/Technology Sector

Continue to research the topic of ‘Implementing and supporting a small business with a Red Hat Server and 10 Red Hat Desktops, for file sharing, e-mail, Internet access, accounting system and general office productivity, in terms of software & skills required.

· Research the criteria for Windows accounting software that can be successfully run on Linux using an emulation tool, WINE.

· Research popular open source file systems and compare/contrast them. 
Eg. NFS, XFS, JFS, ext3 etc.

· Update Hardware Compatibility for kernel 2.2, 2.4 and 2.5/2.6.
· Propose the software to be included for our Small Business server and what each of the software will do for our SB network.
Knowledge Base

· Continue with the construction phase of the KB, so that it can be used to archive our KB articles. Work on assigned project area and report back to Edmond as needed.

Results:

Most of my 10 hours of researching and reporting were dedicated to the open source file systems. I was able to find a few good websites and articles detailing the 4 new file systems that are being implemented in the linux distributions. All of these 4 file systems use ‘journaling’, a process by which changes are treated as transactions, similar to database transactions. 

I also updated the reports on the kernel hardware compatibility and Wine criteria.

I managed to make a start on the proposed software list for the small business running Linux, however this is still incomplete and will require a bit more research to finish.

KB Update:

I was unable to attend the meeting with the rest of the group for a programming session due to other commitments that could not be changed at late notice, however I have managed to complete 10 hours of coding on the project management section. Unfortunately this section is still not complete and will require further work before it can be updated on the actual KB server. 

Conclusions:

This week I have gained a good insight into file systems there is still more in-depth information available on the web, however I think I have gained a fair understanding of the basics of journaling. Next week I will try to devote more time to the programming part, as it seems to be taking me longer than anticipated.
Anisha Ramji
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