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Week 13/14: 13th July – 27th July 2003

Objectives:
Industry/Technology Sector

Continue to research the topic of ‘Implementing and supporting a small business with a Red Hat Server and 10 Red Hat Desktops, for file sharing, e-mail, Internet access, accounting system and general office productivity, in terms of software & skills required.

· Research the hardware compatibility of Kernel 2.2, 2.4 and 2.5/2.6

· Compare/contrast the 3 previously mentioned accounting software from a system administrator or architects perspective and provide a recommendation.

· Research the criteria for Windows accounting software that can be successfully run on Linux using an emulation tool, WINE.

Knowledge Base

· Start on the construction phase of the KB, so that it can be used to archive our KB articles. Work on assigned project area and report back to Edmond as completed.

Results:

I spent just over 10 hours researching my assigned topics for this week. This included finding more information on the 3 chosen accounting software for Linux.  From the information I was able to find I would recommend GnuCash as the most viable option for Linux Small Business users. This is due mostly to it’s easy-to-use graphical user interface and its support for Quicken files. Also in terms of cost, as it is free software under the GPL. 

Most of my time was spent on researching the Hardware support for the different Linux Kernel versions. I found this quite interesting and was able to find a lot of information relating to version 2.2 and 2.4, although not a lot of it was relevant in this case. I was not able to find information of kernel versions 2.5 or 2.6 as they are currently still under development and have not as yet been included in the latest standard Linux distributions.

I did not manage to complete the criteria for successful emulation using WINE.

KB Update:

I spent another 5 hours working on the Knowledge Base, practically all this time was spent on revising the code and my knowledge of PHP learnt in COMPSCI 334. I have not yet modified any of the given code, as I wanted to make sure I understood the code before I made any changes. I will continue with the Knowledge Base coding next week.

Conclusions:

I have gained a better understanding of the Linux distribution and its Kernel versions. Unfortunately, as I was sick last week I was trying to catch up on work missed last week and ran out of time with the assigned tasks for this week. The knowledge base tasks also took longer than I anticipated as my knowledge of PHP needed to be refreshed quite a bit. I look forward to continuing work on the KB next though.
Anisha Ramji
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