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BTech Project Report

Computers NZ Ltd.

Week 10-12: 6th June – 28th June 2003

Objectives:
Industry/Technology Sector

Continue to research the topic of ‘Implementing and supporting a small business with a Red Hat Server and 10 Red Hat Desktops, for file sharing, e-mail, Internet access, accounting system and general office productivity, in terms of software & skills required.

· Research Installation guide for fat client/full blown desktops with Red Hat 9.0

· Compare/contrast the 3 previously mentioned accounting software from a system administrator or architects perspective

· Research Windows accounting software that can be successfully run on Linux using an emulation tool.

Knowledge Base

· Review and agree on an Action Plan for the continued development of the KB

Results:

I researched the installation method for installing Red Hat Linux 9.0 for desktops and workstations and created a new document. I was able to find quite useful information on the Red Hat documentation site and simple step-by-step installation guides. I am currently downloading the ISO images from a mirror site to try the install for myself, if my computer resources will allow it. 

The most significant amount of the 10 hours was spent on researching the emulation software WINE, and the associated Windows applications that can run successfully using it. Using the Wine site as well as various articles and forums, I was able to gather quite a large list of financial software that could be used on the Linux platform. However one of the common complaints was that the print functions and any functions requiring the use of the Internet, or more specifically Internet Explorer, often caused problems.  Although there have been fixes for some of the software and others are currently being looked at also.

KB Update:

Action Plan submitted 6/6/03 

Conclusions:

I have not been able to complete all my assigned tasks because I spent longer on researching the emulation software. I found this quite interesting and would like to be able to try it for myself. Next week I will continue with the Linux accounting software topic and compare different programs.
Anisha Ramji
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